
Recreational Paddler Safety Protocols 
Adopted by Board 3-9-12:  Edited 12-30-16    

        Designated Water Safety Officer: Recreational--President or Designee:  Racers—Head Coach or Designee 
  

Check the Conditions: 
No recreational paddling during a high surf warning (12” full face surf height from trough to crest) at west facing shores or lightning/thunderstorm.  
Water Safety Officer makes the call to “Go or No Go.” 
National Weather Forecast for Keauhou:    http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=19.57361961737625&lon=-
155.97856521606445&site=hfo&unit=0&lg=en&FcstType=marine 
Surf websites:  
 http://www.surf-forecast.com/breaks/Kahaluu-Beach-Park/forecasts/latest/six_day 
http://magicseaweed.com/Kahaluu-Surf-Report/1247/ 
http://www.surfline.com/surfdata/lola_surf_model.cfm?id=13830 
 
Check the Crew:  
1) Ask new and regular paddlers about any physical condition that might be aggravated by intense exercise.   2) Paddler should be able to swim or 
float unassisted for 30 minutes.  If not, they need a PFD. 
3) OC-6: Require each paddler to know what to do during and after a huli and be able to re-enter the canoe unassisted or with a strap.  Regular huli 
demonstrations will be held by water safety officers or designees.  
4) OC-6 and OC-12: Seat 1’s understand kahi and une commands.  Seats 3 or 5 are left empty if canoe is one paddler short and seats 3 and 5 are 
left empty when two short.  Always have a paddler in seat 1. 
5) Always have an experienced steersperson in every canoe.  In mentoring new steerspersons, have an experienced steersperson sitting in seat 5 
who can take over if necessary.  
6) Paddlers need to notify the Water Safety Officer of questionable or potentially unsafe practices which will be investigated promptly and feedback 
provided to the steersperson. 
 
Check the Equipment: 
1) Safety equipment pack(s) should go out during each paddle.  The pack will contain a cell phone, 75’ of rope, repair rubber, whistle, inflatable life 
vest, and boarding stirrup.  Steerspersons may augment the club packs with their own gear.  Equipment is to be assessed (washed/dried if needed) 
and returned to storage.  
2) Steersmen will verify two bailers and check the iako rigging to ensure that it is correctly tied and secure. 
 
Standard Steersperson Expectations: 
1) Steersperson is in charge of the boat and is responsible for the safety of the crew.  He/she must know and follow the KCC Safety Protocols; use 
good judgment; and be aware of the changing ocean and other boats. 
2) “Guest” mainland steersmen must be oriented by a KCC steersman. 
3) Steersmen will respect any paddler’s concern about safety.  
4) The double hull is not an “invincible craft.”   
5) Steersmen will consider many variables (age, experience vs. novice, physical condition) in setting the crew.  
6) Steersmen will educate the paddlers about the unique characteristics of Keauhou and He’eia Bays.   
7) Steersmen will understand the water conditions before going out.  Time of day, the seasons, distance from shore, and the ocean offer vastly 
different timing of swells, wave size and direction, and wind effects.  
8) Steersmen preparation will involve seminars, on-water mentoring with multiple recognized steersmen, and an assessment of their skills and 
knowledge.  A list of club steerspersons will be maintained on the website. 
 
Cautions: 
1) When two or more canoes go out together, stay within shouting/signaling distance of each other.  
2) Paddlers who wish to paddle at other than the designated recreational or race practices will get advance permission from the Water Safety Officer.  
If the officer is unavailable ask a Board member before proceeding. 
3) Sign out on the White Board with steersman’s name and canoe name/number if going out at an undesignated time.  OC-1 and OC-2 will also be 
encouraged to sign out and in with name and rack number. 
4) No surfing in white water, shore, or reef break (Keauhou, Lyman’s, or Kahaluu) as opposed to catching an open ocean swell or wind wave.  No 
entering He’eia Bay at any time of year.  No “threading the needle” or “kissing the rocks.”  If a recreational paddler wishes to engage in any of these 
practices—use your OC-1. 
 
Training Available to KCC Members: 
 Steersmen seminar and on-water mentoring,  CPR/First Aid class,  Huli practices  
 
The Board shall review and consider safety questions and suggestions from club members and the community at least  twice annually.  
 
	


